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NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  June,  1896,  the  County  Medical  Officer;  after  June,  1896,  R.  T.  Turner. 
Population  at  Census,  1891 — 22,903. 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1896 — 23,382. 

Area  in  Acres — 98,458. 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  living— 27*3. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  living — 14-3. 

Death-rate  from  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases — 1*5. 

Deaths  under  one  year  to  1 ,000  births — 122. 


Four  Townships  (Tiverton,  Tilstone  Fearnall,  Beeston,  and  Burwardsley)  were  taken  from  the  Nantwich 
Rural  Sanitary  Distiict  and  added  to  the  Tarvin  Rural  Sanitary  District  on  July  1st,  1892.  Parts  of  three 
Townships  (Coppenhall  Church,  Shavington-cum-Gresty,  and  Wistaston)  were  taken  from  the  Nantwich 
Rural  Sanitary  District  and  added  to  the  Borough  of  Crewe,  by  Local  Government  Order  (duly  confirmed), 
which  came  into  operation  on  November  9th,  1892,  The  area  and  population  of  the  Nantwich  Rural  District 
have  therefore,  since  the  Census,  been  reduced  as  follows  :  — 


Nantwich  R.  S.  D.  in  1891 

Less  portion  added  to  Tarvin  R.  S.  D. 

Less  portion  added  to  Borough  of  Crewe... 


Area  in  A  ores. 

104,932 

5,617 

857 


Population  at  Census. 

28,326 

1,401 

4,022 


Nantwich  R.  S.  D. 


98,458  22,903 


In  1896  the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  was  639,  and  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  district  (including  10  which  took  place  in  the  Workhouse  in  the  Nantwich  Urban  District,  and  excluding 
10  which  took  place  at  the  Men’s  Hospital  among  persons  not  belonging  to  the  Rural  District)  was  336. 


The  whole  district,  for  registration  purposes,  has  been  divided  into  4  sub-districts. 


These  are  as  follows:  — 


1.  — Crewe,  having  an  area  of  31,145  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  11,142.  It  includes 

Warmingham,  Haslington,  Barthomley,  Crewe  (taking  in  Crewe  Green),  Willaston,  Weston, 
Basford,  Rope,  Stapeley,  Walgherton,  Wybunbury,  Hough,  Chorlton,  Lea,  Blakenhall, 
Bridgemere,  Checkley-cum-Wrinehill,  Hunsterson,  Doddington,  Hatherton,  Batherton,  and  parts  of 
Coppenhall  Church,  Shavington-cum-Gresty,  and  Wistaston. 

2.  — Nantwich,  having  an  area  of  21,300  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  3,528.  It  includes 

Coole  Pilate,  Austerson,  Baddiugton,  Edleston,  Burland,  Faddiley,  Brindley,  Acton,  Henhull, 
Hurleston,  Poole,  Stoke,  Cholmondeston,  Aston-juxta-Mondrum,  Worleston,  Alvaston,  Woolstau- 
wood,  Leighton,  and  Minshull  Vernon. 

3.  — Bunbury,  having  an  area  of  15,845  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  3,105.  It  includes 

Minshull  Church,  Wettenhall,  Bunbury,  Alpraham,  Calveley,  Wardle,  Haughton,  Spurstow, 
Ridley,  and  Peckforton. 

4.  — Wrenbury,  having  an  area  of  30,168  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  5,597.  It  includes 

Chorley,  Wrenbury-cum-Fritb,  Woodcott,  Broomhall,  Dodcott-cum-Wilkesley,  Sound,  Audlem, 
Buerton,  Hankelow7,  Baddiley,  Newhall,  Cholmondeley,  Egerton,  Bickerton,  and  Bulkeley. 
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The  birth-rates  of  these  four  sub-districts  were  respectively  28*2,  22'0,  24-4  and  30-3.  The  death-rate 
of  these  four  sub-districts  were  respectively  13T,  18-6,  1G‘4  and  13’0. 

The  birth-rate  of  the  whole  district  was  1*0  below  the  mean  birth-rate  of  the  four  years  1892-95.  The 
death-rate  of  the  whole  district  was  09  below  the  mean  death-rate  of  the  same  four  years. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  first  quarter  was  148,  in  the  second  176,  in  the  third  144,  and  in 
the  fourth  171.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  first  quarter  was  86,  in  the  second  66,  in  the  third 
81,  and  in  the  fourth  103.  The  death-rate  was  therefore  remarkably  low  (1D29)  during  the  second  quarter. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — Seventy-eight  of  the  deaths  recorded  were  of  infants  under  one  year  old, 
viz  : — 21  bronchitis  or  pneumonia,  14  debility  or  marasmus,  11  convulsions,  10  premature  birth,  7  whooping 
cough,  4  tuberculous  disease,  4  inflammation  of  stomach  or  bowels,  3  diarrhoea,  1  measles,  1  thrush,  1  conges¬ 
tion  of  the  brain,  and  1  jaundice.  Twenty-four  were  registered  in  the  first  quarter,  12  in  the  second  quarter, 
16  in  the  third  quarter,  and  26  in  the  fourth  quarter.  Fifty-six  out  of  the  78  infants  were  under  six  months 
old  at  the  time  of  death. 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. — The  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  the  principal  zymotic 
diseases  was  37,  which  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  if  1*58  per  1,000  living.  The  37  deaths  were  registered  as 
follows  : — 6  scarlatina,  14  diphtheria  or  membranous  croup,  1  typhoid  fever,  4  measles,  8  whooping-cough,  and 
4  diarrhoea.  The  extent  of  the  prevalence  of  zymotic  disease  can  only  be  estimated  by  the  mortality  therefrom, 
as  in  this  district  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  not  required  to  be  notified.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  this 
initial  difficulty  in  dealing  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  is  about  to  be  removed,  and  that  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  the  Authority  have  actually  passed  a  resolution  to  adopt  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 
Act,  1889.  The  District  Council  will  henceforth  have  regular  notice  of  dangerous  infectious  disease,  the 
obligation  to  notify  each  case  resting  on  the  householder  and  medical  practitioner  in  attendance. 

Scarlatina. — The  township  most  seriously  affected  with  this  disease  appears  to  have  been  Haslington, 
where  two  cases  proved  fatal  in  March  and  two  in  September.  In  August  there  was  a  death  from  the  disease 
at  Willaston,  contiguous  to  the  town  of  Nantwich,  where  scarlatina  was  then  epidemic.  The  only  other  death 
from  scarlatina  was  in  September  at  Bulkeley,  which  is  remote  from  the  other  places  where  the  disease 
appeared.  One  of  the  children  who  died  was  10  years  old,  two  were  5  years  old,  and  the  others  younger. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup. — The  six  deaths  certified  as  due  to  diphtheria  and  the  eight  certified  as 
due  to  croup  may  be  considered  together.  In  January  a  death  took  place  in  Haslington  which  was  registered 
as  diphtheria,  in  July  were  two  deaths  (one  at  Cliomondeley  and  one  at  Wybunbury)  ascribed  to  croup,  and  in 
October  was  a  death  at  Alpraham  from  croup.  All  these  four  patients  were  2  years  old  at  the  time  of  death 
that  is,  they  died  before  reaching  school  age),  and  the  disease  does  not  appear  to  have  spread,  or  only 
slightly.  All  the  other  fatal  cases  were  at  Bunbury  or  Spurstow,  which  are  close  together.  They  are  as 
follows  :  — 


Female  (aged  5  years),  who  died 
Female  (  „  7  ,,  ),  „ 

Female  (  ,,  6  ,,  ),  „ 

Male  (  ,,  3  ,,  ),  ,, 

Female  (  „  5  ,,  ),  ,, 

Male  (  „  9  ,.  ),  „ 

Male  (  ,,  9  ,,  )>  >> 

Female  (  „  14  months),  „ 

Female  (  ,,  6  years),  ,, 

Female  (  „  9  „  ), 


at  Bunbury  on 

January 

23rd. 

Spurstow  ,, 

October 

16th. 

Spurstow  ,, 

33 

20th. 

Bunbury  ,, 

33 

20th. 

Spurstow  ,, 

33 

26th. 

Bunbury  ,, 

November 

21st. 

Bunbury  ,, 

33 

24th. 

Bunbury  ,, 

December 

2nd. 

Spurstow ,, 

35 

12th. 

Bunbury  ,, 

33 

12th. 

Though  5  of  the  cases  were  registered  as  diphtheria  and  5  as  croup,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  all 
(and  other  more  or  less  serious  case  associated  with  them)  were  diphtheritic  in  character.  There  is  nothing 
to  be  said  about  the  first  case,  except  that  it  was  a  domestic  servant’s  child,  living  with  very  poor  people, 
whose  environment  was  insanitary.  The  initial  case  in  the  outbreak  at  Spurstow  appears  to  have  been  an 


agricultural  labourer’s  infant,  who  took  ill  early  in  October,  and  died  on  the  8tk.  The  malady  was  -one' 
recognised  as  serious,  and  no  medical  advice  was  sought,  so  that  when  death  took  place  it  formed  the  subject 
of  an  official  inquiry,  and  the  coroner’s  jury  decided  that  death  was  due  to  “natural  causes.”  Then  the  father 
of  this  infant  sickened.  He  died  on  the  15th,  the  death  being  certified  “quinsy.”  The  third  death  in  this 
house  was  that  of  the  little  girl  (age  5),  who  died  on  the  26th.  Meanwhile  the  disease  had  appeared  at 
another  cottage  in  Spurstow,  and  two  little  girls,  aged  7  and  6,  died  respectively  on  the  16th  and  20th. 
Then  a  lad  at  Haughton  (which  adjoins  Spurstow)  took  the  disease,  but  ho  recovered.  The  3  houses  in 
which  these  cases  occurred  were  all  low,  thatched  cottages,  ill  ventilated,  with  no  proper  drainage,  and  a 
water  supply  from  dip-wells  in  fields  liable  to  pollution.  The  last  of  the  cases  in  Spurstow,  known  to  the 
Authority,  it  will  be  seen  was  fatal  on  December  12th.  The  five  fatal  cases  in  Bunbury  were  all  in  different 
houses,  and  the  earliest  was  in  a  house  where  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  satisfactory,  and  the  water 
supply  was  from  the  Vyrnwy  mains. 


A  very  much  more  complete  record  of  this  outbreak  could  have  been  furnished  if  cases  of  croup  and 
diphtheria  had  been  notifiable.  As  it  was,  many  of  these  cases  were  not  heard  of  till  death  had  taken  place, 
and  mild  cases  which  probably  formed  the  connecting  link  between  one  fatal  case  and  another  were  never 
heard  of  at  all.  An  outbreak  which  resulted  in  ten  or  twelve  deaths  was  certainly  not  limited  to  about  this 
number  of  cases. 


Typhoid  Fever. — The  only  case  of  this  disease  which  proved  fatal  was  at  Blakenkall.  The  subject 
was  a  woman  aged  61  years,  who  died  on  October  11th.  The  source  of  infection  was  doubtful,  but  the  water 
supply  in  the  locality  was  suspected  of  not  being  satisfactory,  and  on  analysis  was  found  not  to  be  good. 

Puerperal  Fever. — The  two  deaths  which  have  been  entered  under  this  heading  were  not  in  any  way 
connected.  The  first  occurred  at  Audlem,  in  July,  and  the  second  at  Newhall  in  September.  The  deceased 
were  both  young  domestic  servants. 

Measles. — Of  the  four  fatal  cases  of  this  disease,  one  occurred  at  Willaston  in  May,  two  at  Burland  in 
September,  and  one  at  Hurleston  in  December.  The  three  earlier  cases  were  complicated  with  broncho¬ 
pneumonia,  and  the  fourth  case  was  complicated  with  whooping-cough.  One  child  was  13  years  old  at  death; 
the  others  were  under  under  5  years  of  age. 

Whooping  Cough  was  the  registered  cause  of  eight  deaths,  three  being  at  Wrenbury,  one  at 
Hankelow,  one  at  Audlem,  one  at  Newhall,  one  at  Stapeley,  and  one  at  Hunsterson.  One  death  was  in  March, 
two  were  in  July,  three  were  in  October,  one  was  in  November,  and  one  in  December.  All  those  who  died 
from  whooping-cough  were  infants,  the  eldest  being  thirteen  months  old. 

Diarrhcea. — Three  of  the  four  cases  of  diarrhoea  recorded  were  infants  under  5  months  old,  one  wras 
over  5  years  old  at  death.  Two  of  the  cases  occurred  in  summer. 

Influenza  was  the  registered  cause  of  only  one  death.  It  took  place  at  Warmingham  in  December 
the  subject  being  an  agricultural  labourer  51  years  old. 

Lung  Diseases.— -Phthisis  pulmonalis  was  the  registered  cause  of  23  deaths  belonging  to  the  district. 
This  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  (P98  per  1,000  living.  Bronchitis  and  pneumonia  were  the  registered  cause 
of  67  deaths  belonging  to  the  district.  This  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  2*8.  These  are  fair  average  death- 
rates — not  high. 

Heart  Disease  was  the  cause  of  53  deaths  belonging  to  the  district.  This  is  equal  to  a  death-rate 
of  2 •26,  which  is  high. 

DEATHS  FROM  INJURIES. — Of  the  15  deaths  ascribed  to  injuries,  11  were  accidentally  caused,  that 
is  to  say,  5  persons  were  killed  by  falls,  2  were  accidentally  killed  by  locomotive  engines,  2  were  accidentally 
drowned,  1  was  accidentally  scalded,  1  died  from  a  shock  and  1  from  lockjaw  brought  on  by  accidentally  pricking 
his  foot.  In  the  remaining  3  cases — the  question  Accident  or  Suicide  ?  was  not  decided — 1  person  was  found 
drowned,  1  was  found  dead  on  the  railway,  and  1  died  from  an  opiate,  but  whether  administered  medicinally 
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or  otherwise  the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  prove.  Eleven  of  those  who  died  from  injuries  were  adult  men, 
1  was  a  lad,  2  were  male  infants,  and  3  were  adult  women. 

SICKNESS. — The  following  information  as  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  district  may  he 
of  interest  in  conjunction  with  that  to  be  gathered  from  the  mortality  returns. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Early  in  January  three  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  from  Worleston,  and 
investigation  showed  that  the  infection  wras  derived  from  Crewe.  During  this  month  also  single  cases  were 
reported  from  Stapeley,  Audlem,  and  Burland.  At  the  beginning  of  February  six  cases  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Authority  at  Haslington,  these  probably  in  the  first  place  having  been  infected  from  Crewe. 
During  March  there  was  a  continuance  of  the  disease  at  Haslington,  five  cases  being  reported.  During  April 
there  was  a  cessation  at  Haslington,  no  cases  being  reported.  One  case  was  reported  from  Stoke.  In  May 
there  was  another  sharp  outbreak  at  Haslington,  sixteen  cases  being  reported.  One  case  also  wa3  reported 
from  Wrenbury.  In  June  there  was  another  decline  in  the  Haslington  outbreak,  one  case  only  being  heard  of. 
A  case  occurred  during  this  month  in  a  partially-pulled-down  house  at  Alvaston.  This  case  was  very  difficult 
to  deal  with,  as  there  was  no  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  it  could  be  sent  and  no  persons  could  he  found  who 
would  receive  it.  The  difficulty  was  got  over  by  stopping  the  pulling-down  of  the  house  and  making  habitable 
that  portion  which  remained.  The  case  did  well.  In  July  there  was  one  case  at  Haugliton,  in  a  child  who 
brought  with  him  the  infection  from  Liverpool.  There  were  also  during  the  month  ten  cases  in  that  part  of 
Willaston  which  adjoins  Nantwicli,  these  cases  clearly  being  infected  from  Nantwich,  where  the  disease  was 
epidemic.  In  August  four  cases  were  reported  from  the  same  part  of  Willaston,  one  from  Alpraham,  three 
from  Wrenbury,  and  one  from  Haslington.  During  September  the  cases  at  Haslington  again  considerably 
increased,  nineteen  being  discovered.  There  were  three  cases  at  Bulkeley  and  two  at  Willaston.  During 
October  there  was  a  case  at  Haslington,  two  at  Wrenbury,  one  at  Newhall,  and  three  at  Willaston.  In 
November  there  were  three  new  cases  at  Willaston,  five  at  Broomhall,  two  at  Coole  Pilate,  one  at  Sound,  and 
three  at  Baddington.  The  cases  at  Broomhall,  Coole  Pilate,  Sound,  and  Baddington  were  all  among 
children  attending  the  Broomhall  School,  and  as  they  lived  far  apart,  and  apparently  had  no  other  means  of 
coming  in  contact  with  each  other,  it  was  concluded  that  they  were  cases  of  “  School  infection,”  and  on 
the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth,  the  School  was  closed  for  a  month  and  was  disinfected,  with 
the  result  that  the  outbreak  at  once  ceased.  During  December  one  new  case  was  reported  from  Willaston. 

Typhoid  Fever. — A  case  occurred  at  Burland  in  January.  No  further  case  was  reported  in  the 
district  until  October,  when  two  cases  (one  of  which  died)  appeared  practically  at  the  same  time  at  Blakenhall. 
As  has  been  previously  stated,  the  water-supply,  which  was  from  a  shallow  well  adjoining  a  pit  in  the  village, 
was  suspected  ;  an  order  for  its  analysis  was  obtained,  and  it  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  As  this  well 
was  the  only  available  supply  for  a  large  portion  of  the  village,  we  hesitated  to  close  the  well  until  some  other 
supply  was  available  ;  but  it  has  been  fenced  out,  the  pond  adjoining  has  been  considerably  lowered  by  opening 
up  its  outflow,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  have  been  warned  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that 
they  would  run  great  risk  if  they  drank  the  water  without  previously  boiling  it.  The  matter  is  now  engaging 
the  attention  of  your  Sanitary  Officers.  One  case  occurred  in  October  at  Cheekley,  in  a  small  cottage  which 
was  much  overcrowded,  and  which  was  subject  to  serious  nuisance  from  the  drainage  of  a  large  farm  house, 
which  discharged  almost  immediately  behind  the  cottage.  These  matters  -were  made  the  subject  of  statutory 
notices,  and  the  cottage  is  now  uuinhabited. 

Diphtheria. — Our  information  as  to  this  disease  came  chiefly  through  the  death-returns,  and  the 
outbreaks  have  been  discussed  under  the  heading  of  Deaths.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  point  out  that  the 
Spurstow  and  Bunbury  outbreak  did  not  occur  until  the  rains  began  in  the  Autumn,  and  caused  a  marked  rise 
in  the  level  of  the  proud-water. 

Whooping  Cough  was  very  prevalent  in  September  among  the  children  attending  the  Bridgemere 
School,  and  on  this  account  the  School  was  closed  for  a  month.  It  was  also  very  prevalent  at  and  near 
Wrenbury,  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year,  and  on  this  account  the  Wrenbury  School  was  closed  on 
December  3rd  until  after  Christmas. 

Measles.  —  This  disease  was  very  prevalent  during  August  and  September  among  the  children 
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attending  the  Acton  School,  and  on  this  account  the  School  was  closed.  A  similar  outbreak  at  Bunbury 
necessitated  the  closure  of  all  the  Bunbury  Schools  for  a  fortnight  on  October  21st. 

The  above  records  will  show  what  a  number  of  outbreaks  have  taken  place  during  the  year.  Your  officers 
have  always,  on  hearing  of  outbreaks,  visited  the  cases  as  promptly  as  possible,  and  have  employed  such 
measures  as  they  thought  most  likely  to  check  the  spread  of  these  diseases.  They  have  been  considerably 
handicapped  by  the  delay  which  so  often  has  taken  place  in  the  reporting  of  the  cases.  These  difficulties 
will  shortly  be  removed,  as  in  the  course  of  another  month  the  Notilication  Act  will  be  in  force. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  PROVISION. — There  is  at  present  no  Isolation  Hospital  that  can  be  used  for 
cases  occurring  in  this  district.  The  question  of  making  provision  was  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  a  Committee 
of  the  Council  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year.  This  Committee  reported  in  favour  of  providing  a  Hospital  to 
accommodate  twelve  patients.  Their  report  has  so  far  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  Council.  It  is  a  matter  of 
regret  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  no  provision  exists,  as  he  is  convinced  that  the  best  way  to 
prevent  epidemics  is  to  isolate  the  early  cases,  and  is  of  opinion  that  the  question  is  one  that  might  well 
be  again  considered. 

DISINFECTION. — The  arrangements  for  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding  and  premises  after 
infectious  sickness  cannot  he  considered  satisfactory.  It  is  left  to  the  householder  to  perform,  and  with  the 
present  staff  it  is  not  always  possible  to  see  that  it  is  done  thoroughly.  As  a  consequence,  disinfection  of 
rooms  is  often  performed  rather  perfunctorily,  and  it  is  probable  that  bedding  and  unwaffiable  articles  often 
entirely  escape  adequate  disinfection,  since  it  is  now  recognised  that  the  process  can  only  safely  be  carried  out 
by  means  of  a  special  apparatus  for  treating  the  articles  with  steam. 

DRAINAGE. — Nothing  further  has  been  done  with  respect  to  any  general  system  of  sewerage  in  the 
larger  villages  of  the  District.  It  would  be  wise  for  the  Council  to  consider  some  method  of  more  effectually 
dealing  with  the  sewage  of  some  of  these  villages,  more  especially  of  Bunbury,  Willaston,  Haslington, 
Shavington,  and  Audlem. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — From  the  Report  of  the  Surveyor  it  will  be  seen  that  the  year  has  been  one  of 
considerable  activity  in  the  matter  of  water-supply.  Although  so  much  has  been  done  in  the  past,  much 
still  remains  to  be  done.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  supply  of  Audlem,  Coole  Pilate, 
and  the  districts  surrounding  them  especially  needs  prompt  attention. 

The  Report  of  Mr.  Davenport,  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  District,  is  appended.  From 
this  report  it  will  be  seen  that  a  large  amount  of  sanitary  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  His 
report  as  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  is  also  appended.  When  the  large  amount  of  work  required 
1o  be  done  in  watching  the  progress  and  working  of  the  extensive  water-works,  the  numerous  cases  of 
infectious  disease  requiring  to  be  visited,  the  inspections  of  Canal  Boats,  and  the  numerous  other  duties  of  the 
Surveyor  and  Inspector  are  considered,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  the  time  of  this  official  is  very  fully  occupied. 
The  usual  statistical  tables  are  attached. 


March  4tb,  1897. 


FRANCIS  VACHER,  1  Medical  Officers 
R.  T.  TURNER,  f  of  Health. 


Table  of  DEATHS  during  the  Fear  1896,  in  the  Nantwich  Rural  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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SURVEYOR  AND  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT, 

1896. 


Inspection  of  District. — Inspections  in  the  various  townships  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
1896  in  the  district  of  the  Nantwich  Rural  District  Council,  with  the  result  that  statutory  notices  with  respect 
to  174  premises  have  been  served.  New  drainage  has  been  laid  at  100  houses.  New  privies  and  covered 
ashpits  have  been  erected,  or  old  ones  altered  at  72  houses.  Other  permanent  sanitary  improvements  have 
been  made  at  22  houses,  and  various  nuisances  not  included  under  other  heads  have  been  abated  at 
21  houses.  In  67  cases  the  nuisances  have  either  not  already  been  abated,  or  are  in  course  of  being 
abated,  or  are  waiting  re-inspection.  A  number  of  nuisances  have  been  abated  by  arrangement.  Seven 
houses  have  been  closed  as  dwellings. 

Excrement  Disposal — There  are  scavenging  contracts  in  Haslington,  Willastou,  Shavingtou,  and  Audlem, 
and  2,603  inspections  at  premises  in  connection  with  the  contracts  have  been  made  during  the  year.  The  work 
has  been  generally  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  way, 

Water  Supply, — One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  houses  have  been  newly  supplied  with  water  from  public 
mains  during  1896,  an  exactly  similar  number  to  that  supplied  during  the  previous  year.  A  similar  number 
of  miles  of  mains  (eight)  has  been  also  laid,  bringing  the  total  number  of  miles  of  water  mains  already  laid  by  the 
Rural  District  Council  to  119,  supplying  3,232  houses,  There  have  been  80  inspections  under  the  Public 
Health  Water  Act,  Fifteen  waters  have  been  analysed,  four  of  which  proved  good,  and  eleven  bad.  Several 
new  pumps  have  been  put  down  at  private  residences,  and  private  water  supplies  have  been  improved, 

Infectious  Disease. — One  hundred  and  twenty-four  Cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  visited  during 
the  year  ;  papers  and  instructions  given,  and  disinfectants  distributed. 

Dairies  anit  Cowsheds. — Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected  as  opportunity  offered. 

Slaughter-houses. — One  new  slaughter-house  has  been  lincensed  during  the  year.  Slaughter-houses 
have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time.  The  licensed  slaughter-houses  are  generally  good. 

Canal  Boats. — A  copy  of  the  report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  upon  the  work  done  under  the 
■Canal  Boats  Acts  during  the  year  1896  is  published  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Council. 

New  Buildings. — Eighty  plans  for  new  buildings  have  been  passed  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of 
1788  plans  for  new  buildings  passed  in  the  district  since  these  Urban  powers  were  first  granted.  New 
buildings  have  to  be  inspected  from  time  to  time  during  erection. 

Legal  Proceedings. — Legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  in  four  instances,  the  results  in  every  case 
being  satisfactory. 

General. — Inspections  for  the  Boarding-out  Committee  have  been  undertaken,  and  reports  made.  Work 
consequent  upon  communications  from  Parish  Councils  has  occupied  a  fair  portion  of  time.  The  very 
extensive  Waterworks  require  constant  supervision.  There  are  sewage  works  and  public  lighting  to  be  attended 
to  in  several  of  the  townships,  and  multifarious  duties  to  be  carried  out,  unnecessary  here  to  be  given  in  detail. 
■One  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety  nine  letters  have  been  written  during  the  past  year. 

JOHN  ALDERSEY  DAYENPORT, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


February,  1897. 
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NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTIONS  UNDER  THE  CANAL  BOATS  ACTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 

Casual  inspections  of  canal  boats  have  been  made  during  1896,  as  in  previous  years,  but  the  full 

inspections  of  forty-one  boats  have  been  journalized.  Twenty-one  boats  entirely  conformed  to  the  Acts  and 
Regulations,  and  on  twenty  boats  one  or  more  infringements  were  found.  In  seven  instances  there  was  an 
absence  of  certificates  on  board  the  boats,  and  in  one  instance  the  certificate  did  not  identify  the  owner  with 
the  boat.  This  is  a  heavy  proportion,  and  perhaps  may  to  some  extent  be  accounted  for  by  increased  traffic  on 
the  canal,  the  urgency  of  getting  new  boats  at  work,  and  pressure  on  the  owners  generally  in  the  matter  of  their 
working.  Still  it  shows  an  increasing  carelessness  with  respect  to  a  most  important  regulation,  which  will 
have  to  be  legally  dealt  with  if  it  continues.  Two  boats  infringed  the  marking  regulations.  I  detected  no  case 
of  overcrowding,  and  where  boats  run  in  pairs,  or  three  together,  it  would  be  difficult  to  do  so.  Nothing  was 

found  to  complain  about  with  respect  to  the  Regulation  referring  to  the  separation  of  the  sexes,  or  that  with 

reference  to  “improper  occupation  by  females  over  12  years  of  age.”  I  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  want 
of  cleanliness  in  the  cabins.  The  repainting  of  the  cabins  of  twelve  boats  was  required,  and  on  one  boat 
repairs  were  needed.  Through  the  traffic  requirements,  the  time  to  send  boats  to  dock  for  needed  repairs  and 
repainting  seemed  almost  to  be  grudged.  There  was  no  fault  to  find  with  the  ventilation  of  the  boats 
inspected,  or  as  to  the  non-removal  of  bilge  water.  In  the  carrying  out  of  my  duties,  I  have  met  with 
every  assistance  from  all  parties  concerned. 

On  ten  boats  there  was  no  proper  and  sufficient  water  vessel,  and  under  this  head  too,  a  more  stringent 
observance  of  the  Regulation  is  required,  the  proportion  being  large  in  comparison  with  the  boats  inspected. 
The  bulk  heads  were  all  in  order,  and  I  have  again  the  pleasure  of  saying  that  I  have  not  known  a  single  case 
of  infectious  disease  on  any  of  the  boats  passing  through  the  district  during  the  year  that  has  gone. 
Twenty-three  infringements  of  the  Acts  have  been  noted  during  1896,  and  in  all  cases  the  owners  of  the 
boats  have  promised  to  remedy  what  has  been  complained  of.  In  some  cases  this  has  been  already  done,  and 
in  others  I  am  waiting  for  reports,  as  it  may  be  a  long  time  before  a  boat  can  be  re-inspected  within  this 
district.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  the  women  on  the  boats  inspected  has  been  twenty-one,  and  the  number  of  children 
twenty-six,  eighteen  of  whom  were  under  five  years  of  age.  On  twenty-one  boats  there  were  no  women  and 
children,  and  twenty  boats  had  woruen  and  children  on  board.  Twenty-one  of  the  boats  were  homes  for  those 
who  travelled  with  them,  and  the  captains  of  the  remaining  twenty  boats  had  homes  apart  therefrom. 

JOHN  ALDERSEY  DAVENPORT, 

January,  1897.  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts. 


